
 

School Hours 
 7:30am-1:50pm 

 
Wednesday Dismissal 

@ 12:50pm 
 

The building is open  
from 7:00am to 

3:00pm. 

Pillar of the Month:  
January  — Respect 

Monday, January 15 
Martin Luther King Day - 
Student/Teacher Holiday 
 
Friday, January 19 
Report Cards 
 
Tuesday, January 30 
SJCSD Family Technology 
Workshop 
 
Tuesday, February 6 
Interims Issued 
 
Monday, February 19 
Presidents' Day - Student/
Teacher Holiday 
 
Friday, March 8 
Third Quarter Ends 
 
March 11 - 15 
Spring Break - Student/
Teacher Holiday 
 
Monday, March 18 
Teacher Planning Day - 
Student Holiday 
 
Tuesday, March 19 
Classes Resume for Students 

“ H O M E  O F  T H E  F L Y E R S ”  

Fruit Cove Middle School

 “THE PILOT” 

3180 Racetrack Rd 904-547-7880 

January 12,  2024 
Bi-Weekly Newsletter 

Fruit Cove Middle School will inspire in all students  
a passion for lifelong learning, creating educated and  

caring contributors to the world.  

Mission Statement 

Important Dates  NJHS News 

IRMS is excited to offer a Family Technology Workshop on 
January 30th beginning at 5:30pm.  The workshop will feature 
information on Clever, Schoology, and Microsoft 365, and how 
families can assist their child with these important tools.  For 
more information and the ZOOM link, visit  

 
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/SJCSD-Family-
Technology-Workshop-Jan-30.pdf 

SJCSD Family Techology Workshop 

 National Junior Honor Society collected and donated over 400 toys for 
Toys for Tots.  Outstanding drive and very much appreciated! 
 

Our next drive will be collecting Valentine cards, decorations, stuffed 
animals, valentine toys, coloring books, etc. to give to Nemours Children’s 
Hospital.  The drive will begin on Monday, January 22, and 

run through Thursday, February 1.  Donations will be collected and 
dropped off on Friday, February 2.  
 

Upcoming meetings will be on Tuesday, February 16th for officers 
only and on Thursday, February 18th for all members.  All members meeting will 
include making Valentine Day’s Cards for the children at Nemours Children's 
Hospital.  Please bring in your own markers and colored pens and pencils.  Paper 
will be provided.  
 

NJHS is continuing after school tutoring and homework help on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  Please email Mrs. Doemel (Tuesdays, 
debbie.doemel@stjohns.k12.fl.us) or Ms. Farbo (Thursdays, 
barb.farbo@stjohns.k12.fl.us) if you plan on having your child stay after school 
for help.  The sessions will end at 2:40. Make sure your child knows how he or 
she is getting home.  
 

Required Parent Permission Form 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/SJCSD-Family-Technology-Workshop-Jan-30.pdf
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/SJCSD-Family-Technology-Workshop-Jan-30.pdf
mailto:debbie.doemel@stjohns.k12.fl.us
mailto:barb.farbo@stjohns.k12.fl.us
http://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Parent-Permission-for-Tutoring.pdf


Guidance News 

 

 

 

Yearbook News 

Testing Score News 

Standard setting took place in Summer 2023 to establish a new B.E.S.T. scale. Starting in Winter 2023, scores 
are being reported on the new scale approved by the State Board of Education. The scale score ranges differ 
by grade and subject. Achievement levels describe a student’s success with the content assessed. As required 
by state law, achievement levels range from 1 to 5, with Level 1 as the lowest and Level 5 as the highest. For 
all assessments, Level 3 indicates on grade level performance.  Higher expectations were established with the 
adoption of the B.E.S.T. Standards, which are more rigorous than the previous standards, the Florida 
Standards. The adopted cut scores for the FAST assessments and B.E.S.T. EOC assessments set higher 
expectations that bring us a step closer to ensuring all our students are prepared for postsecondary success. 
  
Because the two scales were established for two different assessment systems aligned to different standards 
and the B.E.S.T. Standards are more rigorous than the Florida Standards, performance comparisons should 
not be made. 
  
Your student received a score for a test on the provisional scale during the 2022–2023 school year or for a fall 
2023 assessment (PM2, B.E.S.T. EOC, or FAST Grade 10 ELA Reading Retake), this score will update in the 
Florida Reporting System and Family Portal to reflect how your student would have scored on the new 
B.E.S.T. scale. The previous provisional scores are being provided on the B.E.S.T. scale for informational 
purposes only, so that you can make “apples to apples” comparisons to see your student’s progress over time. 
The converted score will look different because the provisional and B.E.S.T. scales use different number 
ranges, and the number ranges for B.E.S.T. are lower. This does not mean that the test got easier or that the 
standard was lowered. The new score is simply placed on a new range of numbers (325–475) vs. the 
provisional range (425–575).                  



Attention all Runners! 2024 Track and Field Season begins January 15 with a 
Track and Field Preview and Parent Meeting. Please see Coach Jill Benavides 
Room 570 for Track and Field 2024 forms and information.  

 

Track & Field News 

Drama Club 

  
  

 
 
 

Please check Schoology for a specific 
schedule of which actors are needed at 

each rehearsal! 
 
 
 

Chess Club News 

Chess Club meetings will be held on TUESDAYS after school (1:50-2:50 – please be 
here to pick up your student by 2:50) in room 483. Upcoming meeting dates are January 
9, January 23, February 6 and February 20. Only students with a completed application 
and signed permission form submitted to Mrs. Bass can attend meetings.  Meeting dates 
are posted in the Schoology group.  If you will not be able to attend a meeting, please 

send a message to Mrs. Bass.  The club has reached maximum capacity. 

B6 Club meetings will be held on THURSDAYS, after school (1:50-2:50 please be here 
to pick up your student by 2:50) in room 483. Upcoming meeting dates are January 11, 
January 25, February 8, and February 22. Only students with a completed application 
and signed permission form submitted to Mrs. Bass or Mrs. McLaughlin can attend 
meetings. Meeting dates are posted in the Schoology group. If you will not be able to 
attend a meeting, please send a message to Mrs. Bass or Mrs. McLaughlin.  The club has 
reached maximum capacity.  

B6 News 



Sports Information 

 

FRUIT COVE MIDDLE SCHOOL  
BASKETBALL 2023—2024 

SEASON PRACTICE INFORMATION  
 

Girls Practice:  2-4:00pm     Boys Practice:  4-6:00pm 
 

SEASON GAME INFORMATION  
Girls game starts at 5:30pm     Boys game starts at 6:30pm 

Game days are Monday or Tuesday and Thursdays beginning January 16.  
Tickets are available on SchoolPay for $3.00  

On Game days, the students will go home and meet at the game 45 minutes prior to the start of their game. 
  

Visit our website for more information 
https://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/athletics/basketball/ 

2024 FCMS Basketball Schedule 
 
Tuesday, January 16 - FCMS @ PBMS  
Thursday, January 18 - BYE 
Monday, January 22  -  SPMS @ FCMS 
Thursday, January 25 -  GRMS @ FCMS 
Monday, January 29 - MMS @ FCMS 
 
Thursday, February 1  -  FCMS @ LMS 
Tuesday, February 6 -  FCMS @ SMS 
Thursday, February 8 -  PBMS @ FCMS 
Tuesday, February 13  - BYE 
Thursday, February 15  - FCMS @ SPMS 
Tuesday, February 20  -  FCMS @ GRMS 
Thursday, February 22  -  FCMS @ MMS 
Tuesday, February 27  -   LMS @ FCMS 
Thursday, February 29

 
 -  SMS @ FCMS 

 
PLAYOFFS: 

SEMI-FINALS  Tuesday, March 5                          
 #1 VS # 4 #2 VS # 3 

HIGHEST SEEDED TEAM HOSTS 
 
FINALS   Thursday, March 7 

HIGHEST SEEDED TEAM HOSTS 

2023-24 Basketball Teams 
 

GIRLS:   Elarie Desuyo, Juliana Diaz, 
Ava Gaskill, Maya Geerdes, Hope Gisel, 
Emma Godfrey, Reagan Jay, Lindsay 
Leonard, Alexis Maselli, Abigail Miller, 
Gabrielle Narin, Courtney Owens, Alice 
Silva, Aashini Yalamanchi 
 
BOYS:    Brayden Carroll, Max 
Cockerman, Bryer Dixon, Jacob Frazier, 
Lucien Hilaire, Mason Hollingsworth, 
Joseph Jeffery, Samay Kolukuluri, Dom 
Romano-Lizzmore, Carson Maslan, 
Mason McCoy, Joshua Mercado, Nayan 
Nutanapati, Nixson Poppinga, Austin 
Proper, Nicolas Rippa, Andrew 
Simmons, Zander Stewart, Kellen 
Tinker, Nolan Wicker 

https://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/athletics/basketball/


Library News  

Welcome to the 2023/2024 School Year! 
Hours: 7:10am—1:50pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

7:10am—12:50pm  Wednesday 
 

Jennifer Jaeger, Media Specialist 
Vicki Barfoot, Media Aide 

 

Please check the Media Center homepage for updates and visit our Virtual Library!  
Find informative videos on Schoology, using the library catalog, and much more! 

 
 

Students may check out three books at a time and keep them for two weeks. Overdue book notices are sent by 
email every Wednesday at 9:00am. There are no overdue 
fees, however, students who lose or damage a book are 
responsible for the cost of the item. Payments can be 
made using SchoolPay: $10 for paperback books, $20 for 
hard cover books (see the website).  

 
Parents who wish to restrict titles their child may check 
out in the school library should complete the form linked 
below and return it to your child's teacher or the media 
center.  This link is also available on the media center 
homepage.  No form is necessary if there are to be no 
restrictions.  
 

Library Book Access Form  

School Website 

<http://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us> 
Visit often for up-to-date information about our school! 

 

 Check out our Instagram Pages @ FCMSWEB and @FruitCove_Flyers 
 

Don’t forget to check the Peachjar for eflyers about community events. 

Attendance News 

Did you know? 
 

• All attendance notes need to be received by the school within 48 hours of your student returning to 
school.  This can be via a written note or through our online absence form. 

• You can find answers to almost all your attendance questions on the Fruit Cove website under 
“Attendance Information & Forms” 
Still have questions?  Please contact Ginny Michalski at ginny.michalski@stjohns.k12.fl.us 

 

PBIS Rewards is a schoolwide management system that assists our school with 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Support.  This platform makes it easy to 
continuously recognize students for meeting and exceeding behavior expectations 
from anywhere in the school!  We love using PBIS and are looking for your help to 

stock our school store using the Amazon Wish List below!  
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/12ZC1TLXAE366?ref_=wl_share 

PBIS Wish List 

https://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/wp-content/uploads/sites/127/2022/08/2021-updated-individual-library-pln-Update8-8-22.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScOk8TqnN9oq4mhdM55FrBUkvF7bCsnOBAlc5hfhbaIgvwS_g/viewform
https://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/attendance-information/
mailto:ginny.michalski@stjohns.k12.fl.us
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/12ZC1TLXAE366?ref_=wl_share


News from Guidance 

 



Vigil 

 







PTO NEWS 



PTO NEWS 








