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Mission Statement
Fruit Cove Middle School will inspire in all students
a passion for lifelong learning, creating educated and
caring contributors to the world.

Pillar of the Month:
November —Citizenship

Principal’s Corner

Important Dates
November 25-27
Thanksgiving Break
December 8
Interims Issued
December 21-January 1

Winter Break

January 4
Classes Resume
January 18
MLK Day

Student/Teacher Holiday

January 25
Second Quarter Ends
January 29
Teacher Planning Day
Student Holiday
February 15
Presidents Day

Hello,
I hope all our students had a great week of learning! I have been in many classes
this week and as always, I am impressed with how our teachers are balancing both
brick and mortar and distance learning students. Our teachers and our students are
working hard!
Thank you to all our families who participated in our food drive. We were able to
provide 11 boxes of food for Thanksgiving to another school with families in
need. Thank you for your generosity!

This week was Red Ribbon Week. We had fun dressing up on our different dress up
days. We are collecting money this week for Relay for Life as we annually give to
this organization because we have had students, teachers, parents, grandparents,
family members and friends that have battled cancer. Thank you again for your
generosity. I will let you know, in our next newsletter, how much we collect.
I hope all our families enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday next week! As a reminder,
we do not have school next Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. I encourage all our
families to take steps to lower your risk when celebrating Thanksgiving. My hope
is that we ALL return the following Monday safe and healthy.
As always, and especially during Thanksgiving time, I am thankful and humbled by
the parental support we are blessed to have at FCMS.

Student/Teacher Holiday

Thank you,

March 17-19
Spring Break

Kelly Jacobson
Principal

School Hours
7:30am-1:50pm
Wednesday Dismissal
@ 12:50pm

Report Cards
1st Quarter report cards were posted in HAC on Wednesday, November 18.

Coins For the Cure
This week our students participated in Coins for a Cure and Spirit Week.
Students had the opportunity to bring in coins for the FCMS Relay for Life
Team, with all money collected going to the American Cancer Society. Each day
the students had the opportunity to dress up for a themed day and bring in the
coin associated with the day. The sixth grade rallied together for Color War
beating out the seventh and eighth graders by a narrow margin. Thank you
parents for helping your student participate in Spirit Week and for donations
made to the American Cancer Society.
To join our Relay for Life Team or to make donations, please go to http://
main.acsevents.org/goto/fruitcovemiddleschool

Thanksgiving Food Drive
NJHS and WEB want to give a big thank you to our school for supporting the food
drive. Thanks to all of you, we were able to send several boxed meals to families in our
district. In addition, we donated over 30 boxes of food to local food pantry. A total of 565
items were collected which exceeded our goal of 500! Great job Flyers!!!!!

Yearbook Information

Library News

The library works a little differently this year!
Please check the Media Center homepage for updates
and visit our new Virtual Library!

Guidance News

Student Water Bottles
Students are encouraged to bring their own water bottles to school each day. Although they
cannot drink directly from the water fountains, they can fill their water bottles there. Please do
not send students to the clinic for water. With sick or hurt students in the clinic, we cannot have
students waiting for water. Thank You.

EAR BUDS NEEDED FOR COMPUTER USE
Parents, students will be using school computer labs this year for diagnostic testing, online
practice, testing, and more. Students will need to use ear buds.
Teachers will not be able to provide students with ear buds because of safety. We are asking each
student to bring a pair of ear buds to school to keep in his/her backpack.

FCMS WEB NEWS
Check out our new Instagram Pages @ FCMSWEB!

School Website
<http://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us>
Visit often for up-to-date information about our school!
Don’t forget to check the Peachjar
for eflyers about community events.

Sports Information

Athletic Website: www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/athletics

Thoughts from the Guidance Team

Ten Kid-Friendly Rules for Texting With Respect
and Dignity
How to talk with kids about netiquette and
cyberbullying prevention
By Signe Whitson L.S.W., C-SSWS
Posted Nov 17, 2014
As a School Counselor and educator on the subject of Bullying Prevention, one of the most commonly
asked questions I receive is, “What is the “right” age for youngsters to begin texting and using social
media?”
As with most aspects of child-rearing, there isn’t a simple one-age-fits-all guideline, so rather than
making a recommendation based on chronological age or even a young person's grade in school, what I
find most helpful is to talk with parents about how to best prepare kids to use technology--at whatever
age they deem necessary and appropriate--in ways that respect the dignity of others and reflect the
positive values of most schools, organizations, and families:
What follows are ten rules that speak to young people directly about how to behave well online:
1. Choose Your Words Carefully
If you wouldn’t say something to a person’s face, don’t send it via text or the internet. Technology
makes it too easy to say things that are impulsive or unkind. Also, the person reading your message
can’t see your facial expressions or hear your tone of voice. Sarcasm and humor often get lost in
translation online, so avoid their use. Type carefully as well; avoid using ALL CAPS since they make it
look like you are angry or YELLING.
2. The Internet is Not a Weapon
Don’t gossip about other people while you are online. Your words can be misinterpreted, manipulated,
and forwarded without your permission. Plus, it’s not fair to talk about people when they can’t defend
themselves. Likewise, social media sites should never be used to strategically exclude peers who are
“on the outs” of a peer group or to “de-friend” a person after a fight.
3. What You Post is Permanent
Once you share something online, you lose control of where it goes, who can forward it, who will see it,
and how it can potentially be used. As much as you might believe right now that you can trust your
boyfriend with intimate photos or your best friend with secrets, you should still refrain from sending
either of them any personal information online. You can’t imagine it now, but someday, that
information could be distorted and used against you.
4. Who is this Message For?
What happens in cyberspace stays in cyberspace—forever! Though you may intend to send your private
message or photo to a single recipient, keep in mind that it can be cut, pasted, and forwarded to an
infinite number of people. Never post a photo or message that you wouldn’t want “everyone” to be able
to view.
While on the subject, be thoughtful about the photos and videos that you allow your peers to take of
you. Sometimes, these images start off as fun but can be used in embarrassing ways later on. Always
have all of your clothes on and don’t engage in any kind of “joking” behavior on film that can be taken
out of context or used against you later on.

5. There are No “Do Overs.”
Once you put something out there online, it’s almost impossible to take it back. Therefore, always be
kind and do not ever use email to say ugly, nasty, or mean things about anyone or to anyone. Stop and
ask yourself, “What would Mom think if she read this?” Post accordingly.
6. Take it Slow
In this immediate world of instant messaging and constant contact, you may be tempted to say whatever
comes to your mind in a given moment. Don’t give in to the temptation. Slow down and think before
you post whatever thought, comeback, or reaction is on your mind--especially if you are feeling an
intense emotion like anger or sadness. Wait until you have had a chance to think things through and cool
your head before you post a message that can’t be taken back.
7. Unplug Every Once in a While.
It is important to be able to walk away from toxic friendships. A first line of defense in stopping
cyberbullying is logging off from an account temporarily. You have the ability to instantly end a digital
conversation and should plan to do so the minute you recognize that cruelty has begun. In cases where
the harassment is repeated, block the aggressor altogether.
8. Don’t Talk to Strangers
Remember that message your parents gave you when you were little? It still applies today and is very
important to remember when you are online. Predators lurk in cyberspace and have clever, hidden ways
of soliciting personal information from young people. Never share private information online, including
your full name, home address, personal photos, school name, or phone number.
The same is true for online “Followers.” Please know that there is a very, very, VERY big difference
between real friends and online followers. Go for quality over quantity and be sure to invest the majority
of your time and energy into your real life friendships rather than in anonymous cyber-followers.
9. Set Strong Passwords
Set strong passwords on all of your accounts to protect your identity and make sure that the only person
who is speaking for you is YOU.
10. It’s (NOT!) Nice to Share
For most of your life, you’ve been told that it’s nice to share with others, but when it comes to your
passwords, just (DON’T!) do it! Your accounts are your accounts. It is in your best interests not to let
any friend—even a best friend—post or text from your account. Ever.
The exception to this rule is your parents. DO share your passwords with them. Seriously. Don’t think of
it as a violating of your privacy. Know that this is the best way for your parents to keep you safe from
physical, emotional, and even legal harm.

PTO NEWS
Book Fair Chairperson or Co-Chairs Needed
The PTO is seeking a Scholastic Book Fair Chairperson OR Co-Chairs to start in Spring
2021. This is a great opportunity to get a peek into our wonderful school and interact with
students and teachers. The Chair or Co-Chair must be able to commit one full week
volunteering on campus in the fall and in the spring. Otherwise, all coordinating can be
done from home. The current Chairperson is available to consult in Spring 2021 to help
ease the transition. If you’re interested in learning more, please email fcmsptopresident@gmail.com.
Mark Your Calendars for the Next PTO Meeting
You are invited to join us for the next PTO Meeting which will be held on Zoom
on Tuesday, December 1 from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. If you would like to learn more about the PTO
and school activities, please participate in this meeting.
You must register in advance at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvd--orTsrH9C8K1pZaqIG4VAXTXUzD0qB
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting. Thank you.
Use Amazon Smile for Your Holiday Shopping!
You can make a difference while you do your holiday shopping by using Amazon Smile! On your first visit
to smile.amazon.com, you will need to select Fruit Cove Middle School Parent Teacher Organization to
receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your choice,
and then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation.
To change your charitable organization
at smile.amazon.com (desktop or mobile browser), simply select
“Your Account” from the navigation at the top of any page, and
then select the option, “Change your Charity." You can also visit
AmazonSmile under settings on your Amazon Shopping app on
your iOS or Android phone and select "Change your Charity.”
Thank you for your support of Fruit Cove Middle School!

Save the Date for Chick-fil-A Spirit Day!

On Thursday, December 17 from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., mention FCMS or spirit
day when you order at the Chick-fil-A Mandarin drive thru and the school
will receive 20% of the sales. (If you forget to mention the fundraiser, you
can save your receipt and take it back within 24 hours with FCMS written on
it.) While you're there, enjoy over 20 Christmas trees decorated by local
business and schools including FCMS. The trees will be lit from dusk until 9:30 p.m. each night from
November 27 through January 2nd, excluding Sundays and Christmas Day.

PTO NEWS (continued)
Please sign up to donate food items to treat the teachers before
the holiday break.
Treats need to be marked for the PTO and delivered to the office
by Wednesday, December 9.
Thank you!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ca9aa2aa3fccf8-treats
Spirit Wear Shop
The Spirit Wear Shop is open now at this link, with limited inventory. We expect the items
will sell out quickly, so if you see something you like, get it before it’s gone!
https://www.spiritwearshack.com/

Thank you to our 2020-2021 Blue Angel Partners in Learning:
Fast Signs, Joy Orthodontics, Promotional Presence, and Smiles by Glenos!

