
 
School Hours 

 7:30am-1:50pm 
 

Wednesday Dismissal 
@ 12:50pm 

 
The building is open  

from 7:00am to 
3:00pm. 

Pillar of the Month:  
November: Citizenship  

Nov 27-29  
Thanksgiving Break – 
Student/Teacher  
Holiday 
 
Dec 8  
Jazz Ensemble @     
Jaguars Game 
 
Dec 10  
SAC meeting 2:45pm 
 
Dec 20  
2nd Quarter/First      
Semester ends 
 
Dec 23-Jan 2  
Winter Break – Student/
Teacher Holiday 
 
Jan 6  
Classes resume  
 
Jan 14  
SAC meeting 2:45pm 
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Fruit Cove Middle School
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3180 Racetrack Rd 904-547-7880 

November 22,  2019 Bi-Weekly Newsletter 

Fruit Cove Middle School will inspire in all students good character and a passion 
for lifelong learning, creating educated and caring contributors to the world.  

Mission Statement 

Important Dates 

December 8—Jazz Ensemble @ Jaguars game 

The FCMS Jazz Ensemble will be playing at the December 8th 
Jaguar Game. To celebrate this opportunity, we are doing a joint 

fundraiser with the Jags. FCMS families can buy tickets to any 
of the three Jaguars games in December and $5 per 
ticket will be donated back to the band.  See the flyer 

at the end of this newsletter for more information.  

NJHS & WEB Community Service 

NJHS and WEB would like to thank everyone who donated to the food 
drive for this holiday season.  We have collected over 600+ items and will 
be donating these to food pantries and families in our area.  Again, great job 
FCMS families! 

Drama Club 

There will NOT be rehearsal on Tuesday November 26th. 

WEB News: TaxSlayer Bowl 

Fruit Cove Families!  We are selling tickets to the 75th annual 
TaxSlayer Bowl on January 2, 2020.  This is a fun event for the 
whole family. The match up will be one SEC team against a Big 
Ten team, an ACC team or Notre Dame. Tickets are regularly $60 
each. You may buy them from us for just $25.   Funds raised will 
go to support the WEB program at Fruit Cove Middle School. Tickets are 
purchased and delivered through the following link:  bit.ly/
tsgbschool_fruitcovemiddle.  Thank you for your support! 

8th Grade News 

 Hey 8th graders and Parents!  
Save the date: May 1, 2020 is our GradVenture trip to Universal 

in Orlando. More details will follow soon! 

https://offer.fevo.com/taxslayer-gator-bowl-school-fundraising-program-fruit-cove-middle-school-36fa833?fevoUri=taxslayer-gator-bowl-school-fundraising-program-fruit-cove-middle-school-36fa833%2F
https://offer.fevo.com/taxslayer-gator-bowl-school-fundraising-program-fruit-cove-middle-school-36fa833?fevoUri=taxslayer-gator-bowl-school-fundraising-program-fruit-cove-middle-school-36fa833%2F


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big congratulations to all those who competed in science fair this year. It was a tough competition with 
several students vibrating atom to atom! 
¶ Honorable mention: Chandler Rutland (Ms. Whiteôs class): Does the gas in a basketball affect bounce 
height?  

¶ Honorable mention: Alakai Vo (Ms. Paredesô class): The percentage a phone charges in 30 minutes using 
different charging equipment.  

¶ 2nd place-Engineering: Lily Pierce (Mr. Sextonôs class): How does the increased life from the use of a 
gurney flap vary by airplane wing shape? 

¶ 2nd place-Chemistry: Derek Zangerle (Ms. Whiteôs class): Does the quality of a bottled water justify the 
cost difference to municipal water? 

¶ 1st place-Earth and Environmental: Ethan Diachun, Mrs. Kieferôs class: Plants for the planet: how types of 
landscaping affects CO2 absorption.  

 
¶ Tied for 1st Place-Chemistry: Kylie White (Mr. Sextonôs class): What water treatment removes the most 
chloramines from a pool water sample? And Jack Singletary (Mr. Sextonôs class): Which after-activity 
drink contains the most electrolytes? 

Science Fair News 



Do you love math? And having fun?  Open to all: Grades 6-8 
Join us in Ms. Amorgianosô Room 330   Next meeting 12/5/2019 

A national program that gives students in grades 6-8 the opportunity to play fun math games in a non-
competitive, social environment.  Want to compete? There is an opportunity for a MathCounts Competition 
in the Spring. A national program that provides students in grades 6-8 the opportunity to compete in live, in-
person contests against and alongside their peers. Registration details will be give at the Math Club meeting 
but competition is NOT required to join the club! 

Math Counts Math Club 

FCMS announces the Fruit Cove Middle School National History Day school-wide 
competition. National History Day, formerly known as History Fair, is open to any FCMS 
student who wishes to participate in this voluntary opportunity to explore historical topics 
of personal interest and develop research, reading, and critical thinking skills.  
 

National History Day is an ñacademic program focused on historical research, 
interpretation and creative expression for 6th to 12th grade students. By participating in 

NHD, students become writers, filmmakers, web designers, playwrights and artists as they create unique 
contemporary expressions of history. The experience culminates in a series of contests at the local and 
affiliate levels and an annual national competition in the nation's capital in June.ò (nhd.org) 
 

Student work will be judged in a school-wide competition on January 27, 2020. Winners from the school 
competition will go on the district-level competition on March 4, 2020. 
 

Students who are interested in more information should visit www.nhd.org as well as see their social studies 
teacher.  

National History Day 

 

December Testing Calendar 

https://www.nhd.org/


Sports Information  

The students are to bring a 3 ring binder for PE on Wednesdays.   
We are also in need of latex free band aids, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, baby wipes.  

 

Congratulations to the 2020 Girls Basketball Team: Kaitlyn Arodi, Roisin Crowley, Suin 
Crowley, Chelsea Curzio, Austin Elkins, Alyssa Gibian, Morgan Gisel, Aszara Hamilton, 
Nicole Levy, Nadia LoChe, Riley Lyles, Brie McCoy, Yasmim Polastri, Katelyn Studt, 
Maggie Vick, Ella White 
 
The 2020 Boys Basketball Team will be announced shortly.  

 
PRACTICE SCHEDULE:  BEGINS DECEMBER 2 

 
 GIRLS:  Monday  – Friday  2:00-4:00pm Except game day 
 

 BOYS:   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 4:00-6:00pm, Wednesday 3:00-5:00pm,  Friday  2:00-4:00pm 
 

GAME SCHEDULE         
 

Girls play at 5:30       Boys play at 6:30 
 

 January 14   @ Mill Creek Academy 
 January 16 Murray Middle School 
 January 23 Liberty Pines Academy 
 January 28 Pacetti Bay Middle School 
 January 30 @ Gamble Rogers Middle School 
 February 4  Switzerland Point Middle School 
 February 6 @ Patriot Oaks Academy 
 February 11 Sebastian Middle School 
 February 13 Freedom Crossing Academy 
 February 20 @ Palm Valley AcademyA 

 February 25 @ Landrum Middle School 
 February 27 @ Valley Ridge Academy 
 March 3  Bye 

 March 5   Play offs 
 

Athletic Website: www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/athletics 
 

PE Uniforms through School Pay or an order form (see studentôs PE Coach)  

How To Enhance Your Childôs Self-Esteem 
 

The way we feel about ourselves has a huge effect on the way we treat 
ourselves and others, and on the kinds of choices we make. Here are some 
things you can do to protect, raise, or reinforce your self-esteem.  
 

* Spend time with people who like you and care about you.  
* Ignore (and stay away from) people who put you down or treat you badly.  
* Do things that you enjoy or that make you feel good.  
* Do things you are good at.  

* Reward yourself for your successes.  
* Make good choices for yourself, and don't let others make your choices for you.  
* Take responsibility for yourself, your choices, and your actions.  
* Always do what you believe is right.  
* Set goals and work to achieve them. 

Thoughts from the Guidance Team 

https://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/athletics/


PTO News 

 

Yearbook Information 

 



Study Hall 

 

The after-school study hall is available for testing, retests, homework, and reading on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday from 1:50 until 2:40 in room 740.  Students are not required to stay the entire time and must have 

transportation home. 

Parents:  The front office will NOT accept and deliver forgotten homework, PE uniforms, band instruments, 
school supplies, or projects after 7:45am. Students are responsible for bringing these items to school. Students 

are responsible for their own work and supplies. The only exception to this policy is lunch or lunch money. 
Delivered lunches will be on a cart in the cafeteria.  
Thank you for your cooperation.  

Front Office Memo 

School Website 

<http://www-fcs.stjohns.k12.fl.us> 
Visit often for up-to-date information about our school! 

 

    Donôt forget to check the Peachjar  
     for eflyers about community events. 

Personal Checks 

Parents:  Please remember if you send a check in for any reason, it must have the following to be 
accepted:  Makerôs name, physical address (no PO boxes) and one phone number including area code.   

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Parents: In a continuing effort to provide safety and security to our students and staff we ask that you complete 
a School Access Form if you plan to enter a facility in the St. Johns County School District. The link for the 
School Access Form and related information can be found on the FCMS homepage or at: https://
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/volunteer/.  This includes if you would like to meet with a guidance counselor, teacher, 
or volunteer for special activities such as the book fair, field trips, school dances or other activities. 
Any person going beyond the front office area of a school must have a completed school access form, and 
present a valid driverôs license or state identification card when signing into a school.  To check your status, 
contact the school which you wish to enter two weeks after completion of the school access form.  It is 
suggested that the form be completed right away, as it can take two to six weeks to process.  Once school 
access has been granted, a person signs into the school as a volunteer, and chooses the activity that best 
describes what he/she will be doing in the school.  Driverôs license and state identification card are required 
upon each sign in. 

Building Security 

Attendance Information  

If your child is absent, please send a note in to the front office within 48 hours of your studentôs return to 
school.  Please do not email attendance notes.  Also, if you are writing a personal note, please be sure to 
include the reason for the absence. 
 

If you have questions about our attendance policy, please refer to the St. Johns County School districtôs 
attendance policy in your studentôs planner (or on our website) regarding excused and unexcused absences.  
FCMS follows the districtôs policy.  In general, travel and family events/emergencies are not excused 
absences.  Illness, doctor appointments, and funerals of close relatives are excused absences. 
 

If you need further clarification, please contact Ginny Michalski, Attendance Clerk. 

https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/volunteer/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/volunteer/




 

 
 
 

The St. Johns County School District curriculum department representatives and adoption committee members are currently con-
ducting the review process for the 2019-2020 Instructional Materials Adoption for Career and Technical Education, Computer Sci-
ence, and Foreign Languages resources. Please click here http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/instructional-resources-media-
services/textbooks/adoption/ to obtain access to the resources that are available for review.  The core resources that have been sub-
mitted for evaluation have come from the state adoption consideration lists when available.  Additional resources for programs 
may be reviewed from materials listed as appropriate for the program indicated. If you are interested in serving on an adoption re-
view committee, please contact the principal or assistant principal. 
 

Resource lists  may  be revised  throughout the  review  process.  Please  check  the website frequently  for  updates.  

 
Some print materials may be available for review.  If you would like access to available printed materials, or require assistance re-
viewing the online resources, please call the Instructional Resources and Media Services office at 904.547.3947. Materials are avail-
able for review, by appointment, from 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM, when district offices are open. 
 

Please note the following Florida statute regarding instructional materials that pertains to parent input regarding adopted materials: 
 

F.S. 1006.28  (1)(a)(3) . Each district school board must  establish a process by which the parent of a public school stu-
dent or a resident of the county may contest the district school boardõs adoption of a specific instructional material. The 
parent or resident must file a petition, on a form provided by the school board, within 30 calendar days after the adop-
tion of the material by the school board. The school board must make the form available to the public and publish the 
form on the school districtõs website. The form must be signed by the parent or resident, include the required contact 
information, and state the objection to the instructional material based on the criteria of s. 1006.31(2) or s. 1006.40(3)
(d). Within 30 days after the 30 -day period has expired, the school board must, for all petitions timely received, conduct 
at least one open public hearing before an unbiased and qualified hearing officer. The hearing officer may not be an em-
ployee or agent of the school district. The hearing is not subject to the provisions of chapter 120; however, the hearing 
must provide sufficient procedural protections to allow each petitioner an adequate and fair opportunity to be heard 
and present evidence to the hearing officer. The school boardõs decision after convening a hearing is final and not sub-
ject to further petition or review.  

http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/instructional-resources-media-services/textbooks/adoption/%20
http://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/media/instructional-resources-media-services/textbooks/adoption/%20


Business Partners 

 
 

Thanks so much to our Business Partners for supporting Fruit Cove Middle School! 


